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CcPO’s 1St Auto Service class

CPO5 Outreach Christian School began its first auto service training with a small pilot Ajadisaind

graduated 4 students at a ceremony on June 30. The course included classroom teaching on the theory of a 4
cycle engine and all components of a car from front to Rractical teaching included fluid maintenance, tires,
brakes, replacing various parts, etc. (And, of course, daily Bible stéelipelieve the students werefsigntly

trained for entry level employment which we hope they will soon gain.

FROM THE DIRECTOR'S DESK

Recently | have wondered “How do you measure succesgiow do you measure
ministry?” 1 think most of us know thatsthot measured in  success in ministry?
numbers, although numbers can be one indication of the

effectiveness of a ministryt also isrt always demonstrated by a verbal testimony of a
person proclaiming how such and such a ministry “changed his (her) life”. God knows that
we at CPO have seen not just a few testimonies go south after a period\0ktinase
however also seen many individuals who have experienced a true life changesayr &’
through the ministry of CPO - and the test of time has confirmed it.

| believe thatrue success in ministry is measured by something that God has repeatedly brought to my mind lately
— FAITHEFULNESS And may | say that over the years | have witnessed an incredible measure of faithfulness in
the work of the volunteers and staff of Chicagoland Prison Outreach.

1 Corinthians 4:2 says “Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful.” No matter
how much “fruit” we do or do not see in our minis@od5s primary requirement of us is faithfulness — faithfulness

in doing the work to which He has called us. | am reminded of the Parable of the Sowkere in the

parable did the Sower concern himself with “results”. He just faithfully planted seed and trusted God with the
results. Shouldn’t we do the same?

| am convinced that &'faithfulness that most clearly demonstrates God at work in the ministry
of CPOANd, by the wayit’s also théaithfulness in prayer for CPO and sacrificial giving to. .faithfulness
CPO from people like you that enables it to contirwfay to go!

Dan Swets



A Chat from the Chair

I've been asked to share with our readers how | became part of Chicagoland Prison
Outreach MinistrySo | am taking a moment to reflect on what God has done for me
during the years | have been involved with CPO as a volunteer and Chairman of the
Board.

My adventure began a few years ago when | took a good look at my life and
began seeing what a day in my life meant. |1was asking myself what do | really
accomplish in a dayis that thought came to me over and over again, | began to see that my life was good
and that | was very blessed, barhat was | doing for Christ” . Could |
..what was | stand before Him and possibly hear “well done good and faithful servant™? |
doing for Christ? wondered and began to challenge myself. Even though my daily work routine
seemed good, | clearly wanted my life to mean more. My family and friends
witnessed my zest for life...1 strived to enjoy life to its fullest, but | knew something was nissingy
say everything starts with the thought process. | knew what the messagesW@ddheant “you have
been created for such a time as this”. When was | going to act on it? It was time to get out of the box and
serve Christ NOW, but how?

Out of nowhere, | was asked if | would be interested in volunteering for CPO. | was not too familiar with
this ministry that shared Gadivord with the incarcerated, but | accepted an invitation to attend a CPO
dinner My heart was touched by the testimonies | heard from several iniffa&es.men told of how they
previously had no hope in their lives but through the ministry of CPO they found

victory in Jesus. They spoke about our awesome God who took the impossible. Eney found

turned it into a miracle. It was the voice of God telling them to try again. The HQWctory in Jesus.
Spirit planted a seed in my heart that evening.

God’s plan for my involvement at CPO began to unfold in spite of my uncertainty of proper training

or equiping for this task. | began going to Cook County Boot Camp with a couple of men from church
thinking it would only be a trial run and | could always bail out, however that iveisat happenedVith

just one visit God opened my heatrt. | realized the inmates’ anxiety and overwhelming need for hope. These
inmates were eager and they had a hunger fois@dmttd which ofered them fagiveness and a promise

for their future. God began using me to help them in the midst of their grief and. $tsrbeen almost ten

years now and | am there ev@nesday evening, each visit as humbling as the first. |thank the Lord for
leading me down this path.

The blessings have been twofold as God also made a miraculous change imTmgdifaside time to

serve Christ has made my life richer and more rewardia@ tttmendous blessing to serve. My
relationship has deepened with my Sa¥ibone time | thought | was just bringing hope to the

incarcerated, but my faith is so much stronger as | continue to witnessti@odforming poweram very
grateful for His gift of grace and salvation that He gives freely to us all. If asked “how is life different now? |
would say “now my life has a deeper purpose and a stronger meaning”. | live daily in the awareness of
God’s presence and God is using me! Now | can truly relate to the plaque that was on my childhood
bedroom wall that read

"only one life t'will soon be past... only whats done forChrist will last™

GeogeA. Kreykes
Chairman of the Board



Giving Back

Brian is one of the graduates of CBCDStweIding classWith the help of
CPO, he was hired by a steel company in Chicago Heights.the down-
turn in the economy Brian was laid off from his job and is currently u
ployed, however that hasn’t dampened his passion for things of God.
has been and continues to be active in his church, particularly with yo
And every day he sends to Roger (our welding and auto instructor) a
message to share with the students. The messages include scripturg
word of encouragement. Brian hasn’t forgotten “where his help comeg

from”. (Psalm 121)

Let us not become weary in doing good, for at
the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do
not give up. Galatians 6:9

S.E.R.\E.
Project
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Volunteerism is very important to the
ministry of Chicagoland Prison
OutreachVolunteers lead Bible study
at the jail, the Boot Camp, and at our
CPO/Outreach Career Centerin
Roselandwith the addition of our
career centevolunteers have been a
wonderful blessing in providing their
skills in painting, electrical, plumbing,
etc.

Recently a group of young people from
the S.E.R.\E. Project, sponsored by
Crown Point CRC, spent several days
cleaning up in and around our
vocational buildings in Roseland, as
well as painting the interior walls of the
automotive building and the work
benchesA letter from them is included
here.



CPO Banquet BRgr e g S
Our annual “Evening of Thanksgiving” Banquet held in May W
an evening of praise, thanksgiving, and celebration. Many r§
not know but Chicagoland Prison Outreach is celebrating it§ .
15! th year! A proclamation signed and sealed by Don De(r
President of th¥illage of South Holland commending the
ministry of CPO was read. In addition we heard from two
offenders who shared their testimonies of how God used C§
staff, volunteers and programs to turn their lives around. W§ _
you hear them N

speak it humbles us and helps us remember thahity possible
through God Grace.

Hiene

This yeats banquet was completely underwritten by our faithful
sponsors so that all the funds raised could be used for ministry
programsWe also received a matching gift challenge from a few
of our donorsThis yeareven with the economy in turmoil, we
raised approximately $100,000/ thank the sponsors, the
donors who funded the challenge, and the donors who met the
match. Praise God for His faithfulness!

CPO Bike-a-thon

CPOs B!Bike-A-Thon was held on Saturdayine 20 with experienced as well

as casual riders participating at either the Indiana or lllinoissdiad many
18X, families who rode and then o

=4 joined us at the lllinois site for &

+good old fashioned cookout. 8§
All expenses and prizes were &
underwritten so all pledges the
riders collected could be used
further opportunities to presen
the Gospel to ex-offenders an
provide them with vocational
training taught at the CPO/
Outreach Career Center in
Roseland.
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