
The world has been using the term "a new normal."  In lieu of Covid-19, everyone
is expecting for there to be a new normal.  Here at CPO, we are experiencing a
new normal.  As our staff and programs have expanded, there is a sense of new,
fresh life and energy within the organization.  Our in-prison programs are slowly
coming back, but new doors are also opening to add more chaplains and
volunteers in various places, like Cook County Jail, our juvenile prisons and
Indiana prisons.  We are experiencing newness in our vocational training program
with a new Vocational Director.  We are adding new classes, including
woodworking, and are exploring a second vocational location in the city of
Evanston.  Our outreach programs continue to thrive as more of our families are
receiving compassionate gifts, like school supplies, Thanksgiving baskets,
Christmas gifts and food distribution.  Many of our families are a part of Bible
studies that are being led by either CPO staff or volunteers.  But it's really exciting
to see a new normal in the lives of those we serve.  

This is evident in the life of Larry.  I met Larry in 2005 at Cook County Boot Camp.  
He was released but got in trouble again.  When I met him again, it was in
Division 10, which is a maximum security section in Cook County Jail.  Larry was
enrolled in the Life Learning Program there.  This is our discipleship unit that the
sheriff's office has given us to run programming.  There, Larry was learning more
about God, learning how to be humble and how to control his anger.  I was
seeing him grow so much and then the pandemic hit.  March 13th was our last
day inside.  

However, in the summer of 2020, Larry was able to bond out.  He reached out to
me and wanted to get connected.  He enrolled in our vocational training school
and studied welding.  He has faithfully attended my Saturday Bible studies with
ex-offenders on Zoom and he successfully completed his welding course, which
has led him to work with a trucking company where he drives and provides
mechanical services.  He is still waiting for trial but his life is different.  He has a
new career path, he loves Bible study and is always recruiting others to join, and
he has found humility in his walk with the Lord.  He is a new normal.  

There are many others like Larry and many who long to be where Larry is in his
life.  The Bible tells us that "if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature.  Old
things have passed and all things are new." (2 Corinthians 5:17)  Thank you for your
partnership, your prayers and your support of CPO.  You allow us to bring the
gospel in dark places where Christ makes people new.

MINISTRY REPORT: A NEW NORMAL
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For me, the "new normal" is business as usual.  Staying on mission and faithful to the call while adjusting to the
profound changes around us has been a challenge however.

The ministry in Indiana is going strong.  We are leading two hour-long Bible study and discipleship classes, four
times a week with the Life Learning Community at the Westville, IN prison.  I am leading discipleship classes via
Zoom every Thursday and Saturday with men who have been released from Westville Prison and Cook County
Jail, who live everywhere from Detroit to Fort Wayne to Plainfield, IL, and places in between.  I am taking day
trips almost every Friday to do one-on-one discipling in Napanee and Plymouth, IN and Frankfort, IL.

One of those men wrote a testimony that he wanted to share with those who support and pray for CPO.

"When I first got to Westville, I had just lost everything in life.  I understand that every man has a
choice and most choose to fade into prison culture, but I just couldn't.  I needed to become a different
man, a new man.

I heard about the Life Learning Community, so I put a request in to my counselor, and was moved over
there within  a week. This was a shock to my prison worn life.  I was still in prison, yes, but suddenly
was surrounded by many other men who, like me, had surrendered their old ways in exchange for a
new life in Christ.

The most impactful part of our community was our leader's example.  In a humble way, Dan teaches
men that this life is not about us.  Through daily, in-depth exposition of the Bible, he teaches men how
to feed themselves spiritually, how to walk closely with God and how to submit our lives to the way of
Jesus and to the service of our fellow inmates.

When I walked into Westville, I had no hope.  There was no way I would ever be a man of honor and
respect again.  When I was released on June 14, 2018, I was not the same man that entered that prison,
I was ready to live.  I was ready to serve others over myself.  The practices and disciplines I learned
from Life Learning still sustain me today.  I am married now and have an infant son.  I am serving my
church as a worship leader.  I've been given a supervisory role in my job.  My heart, mind and life will
never be the same.

Dan and I still communicate regularly to stay updated on each other's lives and to talk about what we
are learning in the Bible and parts of our lives that we are trusting God to keep working on."

New normal.  Business as usual. Absolutely! 

BUSINESS AS USUAL Dan Swets,  CPO Founder and Director of Ministries

WATCH AND PRAY Joe Carlson,   Chaplain

In the Spring of 2021, the doors reopened at Cook County Jail for staff Chaplains and the “new normal” began.

At first, the COVID-19 protocols were very restrictive and for good reason, to keep detainees and religious
volunteers safe. As the cases of the virus declined, some of the limitations to in-person ministry changed. Staff
chaplains could do face-to-face meetings with one person at a time in the hallway outside the living units. Not
the same as pre-Covid but it was exciting to be seeing inmates in-person again.

In this “new normal" we follow the guidelines and know that there is a spiritual battle for souls in these
troubling times. Before entering the jail each day, I always pray that Jesus will lead me to the very souls He
wants me to see and that the Holy Spirit will speak as we present the truth of God’s word. For the past five
months I have seen how the Lord answers these prayers every time I walk into the jail.

Everyone who sees me gets a Bible, a devotional from Our Daily Bread and Moody’s "Today In The Word." If I
sense they are serious seekers, I have a copy of “Anchor For The Soul”. Truly, God is working through the
resources we can pass along.

Not long ago, a detainee waited to see me to get a Bible and devotional material. As we spoke, he detailed that
both of his parents had died and he has no other family. He told me, “I was running in the streets, but God has
spared my life sending me here.” I took him to Mark chapter 1,
 where Jesus says, “The time has come.” We talked about how to make jail an opportunity to make lasting
change as we “repent and believe the Good news.” He was eager to learn how to keep from coming back to jail
in the future.

In many ways, the “new normal” is like the pre-COVID ministry: meeting detainees, providing Christian materials
and praying for the work of God to amplify the time we have together. It is a humble privilege to be able to see
the Lord answer the simple prayers I make before I enter the jail. Would you continue to pray for the detainees
like this and many more who are going through dark times? As you do, you will share in the amazing work of
God to bring redemption and transformation.

Watch and Pray!



Outreach Career Center

Heraclitus is credited as once saying, “Change is the only

constant in life.” As humans, it is in our nature to fear

change because with change comes uncertainty. We fear

what we don’t know. However, change is not inherently

good or bad. It is what we do with the change that matters. 

For well over a year now we have been trying to find our

“new normal”. We still don’t know what that looks like.

However, in the face of our ever evolving normal, one thing

is for sure: God’s promises never change. They have been

the same since the beginning. In this season, I am

reminded of His promise in Isaiah 43:19 where He says, “I

will even make a road in the wilderness and rivers in the

desert.” Yes, we may be in the wilderness, but God is still

the Director. He is still nourishing in the desert. 

How does that look at CPO? We have been working not

only to expand widely, but expand deeply. God has blessed

us with an opportunity to expand to another location in

Evanston. We are also striving for deeper transformation in

those that we serve. We have been working diligently to

take the educational experience to a new level to equip our

students for spiritual transformation, productive citizenship,

and spreading the word to others. Each time someone

encounters God through our program, we are one step

closer to fulfilling our mission; and thanks to our many

supporters, we continue to share the love of God every day.

God has blessed us with new partnerships that will offer

employment to our graduates so that they continue on

their path of life change. 

Through the darkness that this world has experienced, we

are still able to see God’s light. He not only gives light, He IS

our light. He is opening doors for CPO to thrive in this

season and for that we are forever grateful.   

HE IS OUR LIGHT
Nikki Booker, Vocational Director

EVANSTON:

Vocational Carpentry Class 

hard at work in Roseland

 The Roger Hommes Welding

Program dedication

 Vocational Welding Class 

graduation in summer of 2021

Chicagoland Prison Outreach is currently in
discussion with the city of Evanston with the
hope of opening a secondary vocational training
location. A 15,000 square-foot space is available
for the potential site of the Outreach Career
Center in Evanston. 

A "friend-raiser" is being held on November 18 in
Evanston to build relationships and share
information about this project.

This new site will allow us to reach potential
students from the North side of Chicago and the
surrounding suburbs.

Please pray for CPO as we explore this exciting
new endeavor and begin raising funds for classes,
staff, supplies and more.

Pray that we are able to expand our reach to
new vocational students.   
Pray that our instructors, staff members
volunteers and students are able to expand our
impact for deeper and life-lasting change.   
Pray that we will retain and be good stewards
of the resources we need to carry out our
mission, including time, talents and treasures.
Pray that all those involved in the ministry will
see God in the work that we do.



Chicagoland Prison Outreach is proud to announce 

our partnership as a member of the Barnabas 

Foundation. Our goal in creating this partnership is to 

offer our donors free and understandable advice to help 

them make some of the most important decisions of 
their life, as they consider options of how to distribute 

and steward the resources that God has given them.

Glenn Spoolstra, Director of Advancement

"... I WAS IN PRISON AND YOU CAME TO VISIT ME."  MATTHEW 25:36

PLANNED GIVING

T O  M A K E  A  D O N A T I O N  O R  G I V E  A
R E C U R R I N G  G I F T ,  V I S I T  O U R  W E B S I T E  A T

W W W . C P O M I N I S T R I E S . O R G
Your contributions to CPO will help us continue to teach the gospel,

make disciples, care for families and empower through education.

ANGELS OF HOPE 2021 It may not feel like Christmas outside, but planning and preparing for

one of our largest projects of the year is already underway!  Christmas

wish lists are being compiled, churches and volunteers are receiving

their names, and space is being cleared for hundreds of gifts to be

purchased. 

This ministry has been blessing families of the incarcerated since the

beginning of CPO, more than 27 years ago, and hundreds of families

and children are able to see the love of God and the faithfulness of His

people each December.  

If you are interested in being a part of this powerful ministry, we are

always in need of Christmas gifts and volunteers to deliver.  Visit our

website or email our office for more information!

If you would like to contribute stocks or bonds, additional assets or to get more information
on planned giving through Barnabas Foundation, please contact Glenn Spoolstra, Director of
Advancement, at 708-331-3301 ext. 102 or glenn@cpoministries.org.

MEET OUR NEW STAFF
Nikki Booker

Vocational 
Director

Glenn Spoolstra

Director of 
Advancement

Richard Zekveld

Chaplain

Tom Hickey

Carpentry 
Instructor

Kenan Koops

Carpentry 
Instructor

Shakir Meux

Welding
Instructor


